Land-Based Learning in Teetl’it Zheh
October Meeting Summary
The second community visit for the Land-based Learning in Teetl’it Zheh project occurred
between October 16-22nd, 2017. This visit was to begin the ‘visioning’ meetings, which is
the information gathering process with the community for the project. The information will
be used for the development of the bush camp pilot project for 2019. Over the course of
four days in the community, the team members had four meetings. One visioning meeting
was for the community, another visioning meeting with the youth at the local school grades
8-12, one meeting with the principal of Chief Julius School, and one meeting was to update
the progress of the project with Chief and Council.
The focus of the youth and community visioning meetings was to gather and record
information from participants for the project. At each meeting, the team had placed sheets
of paper with the questions within the room and gave participants sticky note pads to write
their answers down. The team created these questions to help guide the discussions and
provide the participants time to respond, and if they want to provide input. The team then
asked the participants to feel free to place their answers on the sheets of paper provided.
Some questions that was asked was what activities of how participants would like to see in
the camp, the suggested camp location, a camp name, focus on structure, and the need for
a camp based on input by the elders.

The response from the community was positive and an eagerness to get things going. The
community meeting was full of participation and the team received lots of input by those who
saw great value in the project. During the visit in the community, project team members made
home visits with five elders and audio recorded semi structured interviews with them. The
elder interviews provide insight on how they would like to have the project for the community.

PROJECT UPDATE

• The community coordinator position has wrapped up in mid-December. Bella Kathy Martin did a
great job of community outreach and had made efforts to inform the community of the project. We
thank her for her time she gave to the project.
• We currently have two graduate students assisting with the project at the University of Alberta.
Molly Swain and Merissa Daborn have been assisting with administrative and research tasks for
the project. The focus of their work will assist us here at the University. They have begun transcribing
interviews and all the information that has been gathered in the Fall has been documented. We will
be working the next few months to organizing this material to make it available for the community.
These materials will assist us in planning for the pilot program in 2019.

NEXT STEPS

• We are working on an online survey form that can be shared with community members. This form
will be shared with those who was not able to participate in person for the community meetings in
July and October for feedback. This way we are able to continue to add more information for the
project as we move forward.
• Adam and Elaine will be visiting Sweden at the end of January to give a series of talks on behalf
of the Faculty of Native Studies. Part of this tour will not only strengthen ties of the Faculty to
Indigenous Scholars in Sweden but we will also be making effort to inform about respectful research
practices with communities, including sharing our experiences with the Teetl’it Land Based Learning
Project. It is hopes that we can build other relationships and learn from Sami Indigenous scholars
about their programming with communities in Northern Scandinavia.
• We will be setting up a planning committee to help organize our Land Based Learning Symposium
for Fall 2018. We will be seeking additional funds for travel for participants in the community to
participate in the event.
• The goal in the next few months will be to build more partnerships for the project. We welcome
as much local community organizations who share an interest in working towards the project. This
includes providing in-kind donations for local community events and contributions to the project, if
needed. Project Team members at the University will be meeting to build more support here and to
invite other disciplines to be part of the project.
• The next research community visit is being planned for Summer 2018, with planned activities with
Youth and Community Members. Stay tuned for more updates!

Any questions or comments,
please email:
teetlitlandcamp@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook at:
“Teetl’it Land Project”

