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PROJECT UPDATE

On August 13-16, 2018, the project held a curriculum and project planning meeting at the University of Alberta
with community representatives. Arlyn Charlie, Marlene Snowshoe, Elder Mary Effie Snowshoe, Chief Wanda
Pascal from Tetlit Gwich’in Council, and Shirley Peterson from Chief Julius School traveled to Edmonton. We had
four full days of meetings that focused on camp logistics and coordination, as well as the development of learning
materials.
Some decisions that were made during the meeting:
• A 10-day pilot program will be held in early July 2019, targettted at high school students and community
members. We are working to have the high school students receive course credit by delivering a portion of the
Gwich’in curriculum. We also are looking at developing a University level for credit course, and workshops for
community members.
• We determined the camp’s location: Dèeddhoo Gòonlii Njù’, ‘Scrapers Many Its’ Island’ or known as Mary
Effie’s island, upstream from Mary Effie Snowshoe’s camp on the Peel River.
• The camp’s name was chosen: Ganah Khoonatan, ‘Teaching Us’, reflects the goals of the project and our commitment to land base learning.
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NEXT STEPS
Here are our project goals in the next few months:
• We plan to apply for further funding to help finance the project
• Seeking other local supports and resources for the camp to be successful and sustainable, including the future
of the camp’s organization
• Help identify a project logo from the community through a contest
As we continue to work on building the camp this upcoming year, there many ways community members can get
involved. We want to keep the discussion going and we welcome feedback from the community. This project is
community driven, so all members of the community are welcome to contribute. We encourage participation in
community meetings, and you can send your suggestions to the community liaison coordinator. We are also seeking local organizations in Fort McPherson to partner with the project.

MEET THE PROJECT COMMUNITY LIAISON COORDINATOR
We recently hired Shayla Snowshoe to be our project community liaison
coordinator! We are excited for Shayla to join us and to help with the
coordination of the project in Teetł’it Zheh.
As the project liaison, Shayla will be responsible for communicating the
needs of the project to community and to the University, including helping
to organize logistics and coordination of the project. She will be in charge
of community engagement activities and working with members in the
community to help build the project. So keep an eye or ear out for
upcoming activities in the community.

Welcome, Shayla!

A few words from Shayla
“My name is Shayla Snowshoe, my Gwich’in name is “Gwik’itch’ihkheh”. I am a student at the University of
Alberta, I love learning about Indigenous history as well as teaching. My passion is, my Gwich’in culture and
language, photography, and spending time with my Jijuu (grandmother). I am truly looking forward to working on
this project because it encompasses everything that I am about, what I am working towards in life and is an overall
amazing project for the community and people of Tetlit Zheh”
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