THE TEETL’IT GWICH’IN BAND
COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

March 2020 Edition

This edition of the TGBC Newsletter is dedicated to the late

Chief Johnny W. Kay

“I had the honour to work, talk
and laugh with the late Chief
Johnny William Kay. He was a
quiet but very courageous
Gwich’in man. He was a born
leader and a devoted husband
and father, who was especially
there for his grandchildren. His
grandchildren were his pride and
joy! Johnny really truly believed
in our traditional knowledge and
culture. He was very serious and
spoke fondly about our Treaty
rights and how we have to
protect it in every way. Rest in
Peace my Chief!”
- Chief Wanda Pascal
Chief Johnny W. Kay

EDUCATION IN TETLIT ZHEH
The mission day school at McPherson served local Gwich’in children intermittently for many decades, often
depending on the availability of Rev. McDonald and his successors who travelled extensively throughout this
vast parish. Schooling was interrupted for extended periods due to serious disease outbreaks, which
affected pupils, their families and mission staff as well. The 1850s and 1860s were extremely difficult times
when Fort McPherson was ravaged by successive epidemics of mumps, smallpox and scarlet fever, inflicted
on the community by white traders returning to Peel’s River Post from the “outside.” Between 1858 and
1871, the total population of McPherson fell from 337 to 164 and, in the year 1865 alone, the HBC reported
more than 1,000 deaths throughout the Mackenzie District. Many deaths were also attributed to
tuberculosis, which remained a chronic health problem well into the 20th century.
About 1899, Ottawa began to provide a small annual stipend for the day school principal (missionary) and
lay teacher. After 1917, some children were sent far south to the new St. Peter’s Indian Residential School
at Hay River. However, these Teetl’it Gwich’in students were “non-treaty’ (not entitled to normal treaty
benefits) and were admitted on a case by case basis and usually if they were orphans or from destitute
families.
The signing of Treaty 11 in 1921, embraced all the Gwich’in and other peoples of the Dene Nation in the
western half of the Northwest Territories, north of 60 and up to the Arctic coast. Through the 1920s, Indian
Affairs and the territorial government became closely involved in the education of these native children and
more were authorized to attend the Hay River School and its successor Anglican school at Aklavik, which
opened in 1936. The Mission Day School continued to serve a growing number of local “treaty children”—
those likely on the waiting lists for the Hay River and Aklavik schools, and some who were non-native.
In 1946 St. Matthew’s Mission constructed a new day school but before it opened Ottawa purchased the
school and assumed responsibility for all day schooling in the Territories. Thus began the era of the federal
day school in Fort McPherson. This school soon became overcrowded and a large replacement facility was
opened in 1952. At Aklavik, a similar federal day school also opened that year and, as a result, the
enrolment at All Saints Residential School quickly reached capacity. Some students unable to be
accommodated were boarded at a temporary hostel in Fort McPherson, opened in late 1951 and operated
by the Anglican Church without government funding. This hostel took in 20 students, all boys.
Ottawa soon recognized the need for a large modern hostel at Fort McPherson. In 1955, plans were
announced for an ambitious student residence construction program in several communities throughout
the Northwest Territories, including McPherson. The student residences would be built by the government
but operated by the Anglican or Roman Catholic churches. In each respective community, native students
would attend the existing or planned federal day schools, which would also accommodate Inuit, white and
Métis children. At Fort McPherson, a 100-bed hostel opened in the fall of 1958 for school-age children from
kindergarten to grade 8. It was named Fleming Hall in honour of the first Anglican Bishop of the Arctic,
Archibald Lang Fleming, who served in this capacity 1933-1949. The student body comprised mostly local
Gwich’in children (two thirds girls) from the Loucheux Band No. 7. Inuvialuit children from coastal
settlements attended the Aklavik residential school and its successor, Stringer Hall, which opened at Inuvik
in 1959. Church administration of Fleming Hall ended in 1969 when responsibility was transferred to the
Department of Education of the Northwest Territories.
Story from https://www.anglican.ca/tr/histories/ft-mcpherson-nwt/

UPCOMING
TGBC11
ACTIVITIES
TREATY
On July 28, 1921, Chief Julius Salu and his headmen signed Treaty 11. As of today we still honour the signing
of the Treaty as it provides our Gwich’in people the right to education and health benefits.

On April 22, 1992, Fort McPherson was the host community to the signing of the Gwich’in Comprehensive
Land Claim Agreement with the Canadian Government, marking this an important day in Gwich’in history.
The signing of Treaty 11 is a monumental moment for the community of Tetlit Zheh. The Teetl’it Gwich’in

Band Council is planning a 100th Year Celebration to commemorate this important part of our history during
the summer of 2021.
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Fleming Hall

Chief Julius School

100-year

Anniversary of the Treaty 11 Signing

A call for volunteers was posted in the community. We need more volunteers to help us with planning and fundraising.
The staff along with the Chief has been putting together ideas and asking for more input. Trina is applying for funds to
help us carry out activities, but fundraising will need to be carried out to help us with all the extra activities that are not
covered by the funding. We would like to renovate the cabin of the late Chief Julius Salu and have a monument erected
along with holding events over the summer months. The more people that help, the more successful the events can be.
If you would like to volunteer please contact us at 952-2006

Justice Committee
MARCH
MARCH 2
4

Sewing Class
6-8 PM at
the YC

MARCH 6

Youth Night
6-8 PM

Cooking for
Youth 6-8 PM

MARCH 9
MARCH 10

Adult Indian
Bingo

Sewing Class
6-8 PM at
the YC

MARCH 12

Sewing Class
6-8 PM at
the YC

Cooking for
Youth 6-8 PM

Youth Night
6-8 PM

Sewing Class
6-8 PM at
the YC

MARCH 26
MARCH 27

Cooking
for Youth
6-8 PM

MARCH 20

Youth
Indian Bingo

MARCH 25

Cooking for
Youth 6-8 PM

Cupcake
Decorating
MARCH 30

Cupcake
Decorating

Youth Night
6-8 PM

Painting

A Traditional Workshop
Taking place at
March 16 – 20
For further information contact our Wellness
Coordinator, Bella Kathy Martin at 952-2006

MARCH 13
MARCH 16

Painting

Sharing the Knowledge
MIDWAY LAKE

MARCH 17
MARCH 18

Cooking for
Youth 6-8 PM

MARCH 31

MARCH 23

MARCH 19

MARCH 11

MARCH 5

MARCH 2020 Schedule

The

Johnny Charlie
Memorial Old Crow Trip
March 8 -14, 2020

A photo found online from a previous trip to Old Crow

Youth Night
6-8 PM

Painting

For further information on the listed activities, please contact our

Justice Coordinator, Deborah Peterson at 952-2044

TUNE INTO CBQM ON FRIDAYS FROM
10 AM – 12 PM FOR THE TGBC RADIO PROGRAM

THE TEETL’IT ZHEH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

The Teetl’it Zheh Development Corporation (TZDC), a subsidiary of the Teetl’it Gwich’in Band
Council, is pleased to inform you that the TGDC is able to provide the following services to you if
these services are required:
1. Short Term Garage Rental
2. Loader Rental and/or Services.
A qualified operator will be able to assist with moving loads,
Freight off-loading, snow clearing and granular material moving on-site.

Garage Rental: $100 a day based on 7 hours per day, $50 overnight
Loader Rental: Band Member rate is $75 an hour, Commercial rate is $200 an hour

We are currently seeking
funds to help us make
upgrades to the TZDC
garage and lot. We are
looking forward to bigger
and better things for our
Development Corporation.
”Dev Corp Trailer”

THE TEETL’IT ZHEH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
THEIR NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

DAVID FORD, JIMMY ROBERT, JOHNNY PETERSON AND VERNA FRANCIS
In February the TZDC held a tire repair
training course at the Dev Corp shop.
We are working towards being able to
provide tire repair services.

Stay tuned for up and coming news
from the TGDC…
“Dev Corp Shop”

Ingredients











10 ounces frozen chopped spinach - thawed, well drained and
squeezed dry (10 ounce package)
7.5 ounces marinated artichoke hearts, (reserve 2 teaspoons
of the marinade to add to the mix, drain off the rest) (7.5
ounce jar)
8 ounces cream cheese (softened)
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/3 cup sour cream
3 cloves garlic, minced (optional)
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 cup grated Parmesan cheese
½ cup grated mozzarella (for topping)

Instructions
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Lightly grease a 7x11 inch baking dish.
In a medium bowl, mix together the softened cream cheese,
mayonnaise and sour cream until smooth. Mix in the drained spinach
and drained, chopped artichokes.
Mix in the garlic, lemon juice and reserved marinade.
Fold in 1 cup of grated parmesan cheese.
Spread evenly into the prepared baking dish.
Bake covered for 20 minutes.
Remove the cover, and top with ½ cup shredded cheese.
Let the dish bake uncovered for 5 more minutes, or until the surface is
lightly browned.
Serve with tortilla chips or crostini (Or your choice of chips or bread).

GUACAMOLE
Produce






4 Avocados, large pitted ripe
1/4 cup Cilantro (Optional)
1/4 tsp Garlic powder
1/4 cup Sweet onion
1/2 cup Tomatoes

Condiments
 1 tbsp Lime juice, fresh

Avocados are
loaded with fiber,
powerful
antioxidants and
heart-healthy
monounsaturated
fatty acids!

Baking & Spices
 1/4 tsp Black pepper
 1/4 tsp Paprika
 1/2 tsp Salt
Mash Avocados and mix all ingredients
together – enjoy with your choice of
chips!

STRATEGIC PLANNING 2020
TGBC

In February, we held a 3-day
community strategic planning
session in the community. It was
well attended by members who
all participated and who gave
their ideas to Chief and Council
on what areas they would like to
see the Band be involved in.

The Strategic Plan document is currently going through the drafting and editing stage and will
be complete by mid-April. There were four areas that the community would like the Band to
focus on; 1. Bringing our people back together again, 2. Creating a better relationship with the
DGO 3. Reducing the number of individuals on income assistance, and 4. Supporting healing,
health and wellness. Each area has detailed action plans to be carried out in a certain
timeframe.

BAND OFFICE BUILDING
Trina is in the process of applying for funds to build a new Band Office building. Attached are some of
the drawings of what we would like to see in the new building. We are working on providing all the
information to be eligible to apply for low interest financing. This is not a guarantee that we will have a
new building but we are working hard to have our own building that the community can be proud of.

Band Administrator Report – Trina Nerysoo
I have been working diligently since starting this past April and am now starting to see progress. Council
has been in full support of moving forward and addressing the community’s issues and dealing positively
with concerns. We have been busy with workshops, training and meetings over the past few months.
Here is a summary of our activities we have carried out and what we are currently working on.
Indian Day School
Gowling WLG will come to the community the week of March 23 and will hold a one-day session helping
former day school students complete applications and will be available to answer any questions you may
have. The Band is currently taking names for those who would like to make an appointment.

Community Freezer Program
We are looking at providing a program that would help Band members to better prepare their foods and also
provide a storage freezer they can keep their foods. Through this program we can teach how to butcher all kinds
of meats, packaging of foods, canning, preparing jams, etc. If we can access funds, we would like to partner
with other organizations in providing this program. We would like to include the greenhouse produce and learn
how to preserve and prepare foods.
Proposal Writing Course
A proposal writing course was held for the Teetl’it Band staff and Council members. Each person drafted their
own proposal and were encouraged to finish and submit for funds. Council asked the staff to submit proposals
for teaching youth about on the land and traditional activities, and passing on cultural activities and skills.
Board Governance workshop
Chief and Council attended a one-day governance workshop. This workshop was to refresh the new council in
board governance and administration and gave them the opportunity to address any concerns they had with
Band operations.
Regional Chiefs Meeting
The Chiefs and Band Managers attended the second Regional Chiefs Meeting in Inuvik. We discuss many of
the topics relating to Band Administration and how to deal with the cut backs. We all met with the Regional
Director General Matthew Spence in Yellowknife to discuss our concerns and the continual decrease in funds
that we have to deal with. We were all vocal and are looking at ways to access funds to travel to Ottawa to meet
with the Ministers. The foundation of our discussions always relates back to Treaty and our inherent rights. The
Chiefs would like to hold an Assembly with Band members. The Band managers are currently working at
registering the Mackenzie Delta Chiefs Council to access monies that will allow the Chiefs to carry out work
together as a Council.
Upcoming Workshops
We will be holding another Treaty workshop this spring/summer and will be inviting the other Bands to join
us. Last year the Treaty workshop allowed everyone to hear what the Treaty 11 covers and what their rights
and authority is. Some topics that will be addressed will be the Peel Preserve, Indian Trust Fund, Lands,
reserves, Land area that the Treaty 11 covers, etc. We are updating the TGBC Operating Policies and
Procedures, the Finance policy and the Election Code.

Indigenous Off Diesel Initiative - Richard Nerysoo
A year ago I applied to participate in the Indigenous Off Diesel
Initiative. In March 2019, I was informed I was a successful
applicant.
Key dates for the Indigenous Off Diesel Initiative are as
follows:

TGBC STAFF
THE TEETL’IT GWICH’IN
BAND COUNCIL RECEIVED
FUNDS TO COVER THE
WAGES FOR TWO NEW
STAFF MEMBERS. WE
WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME
RACHELLE BLAKE AS THE
COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICER, AND DENISE
ROBERT AS THE FINANCE
OFFICER TRAINEE.

1. Launch of Initiative: February 2019
2. Champion Selection: March 2019
3. Phase 1: 20/20 Catalyst Program and community engagement
4. Phase 2: Development ambitious diesel reduction vision and
community energy plan: October 2019-March 2021
5. Phase 3: Project Design and development to be
implementing plan: March 2021-March 2022.
6. Final Feast and sharing results: April 2022
The objective is to provide an opportunity for the Indigenous
Peoples and Indigenous communities to reduce their reliance on
diesel and to move toward renewable sources of energy.
Through a process that engages the people and incorporates
their advice into a plan of action this will help cut pollution,
clean our air and create local jobs in our community.
The following components were part of the application;
1. Development of a Community Energy Plan
2. Deep Retrofit and Energy Efficiency with a focus on
homeowners
3. Renewable Energy Power Project

Funding of 1.3 Million dollars has been provided to complete
this initiative. Other funding is available for the initiative, which
will require submissions for funding.
I intend to work with the Hamlet of Fort McPherson and governments to access funding for employment
and training with a focus on youth and job creation for the people for Fort McPherson. I will ensure that
training will be provided as a priority to the Teetl’it Gwich’in but will ensure that other interested residents
of Fort McPherson are included.
Presently I am working out of the office in my home but will be looking for an office location in the
community. I will provide regular updates and post all events publicly.
I will be conducting a competition for a name and logo for the Indigenous Off Diesel Initiative.

To view this newsletter online visit: www.teetlitband.ca
You can contact us at the Band Office between the hours of 9 am and 5 pm, Monday – Friday at 952-2006

