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Happy Easter
From the Chief, Council and Staff of the Teetl’it
Gwich’in Band Council
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EASTER EGG NESTS
Ingredients:






4 cups marshmallows
5 cups Rice Krispies
1/4 cup butter
2 teaspoons vanilla
2 cups mini eggs

Instructions:
1. Grease a 12-cup muffin tray and set aside.
2. Place the marshmallows in a large microwave-safe
bowl and heat for 25-30 seconds. Stir well, and repeat
heating as needed.
3. Add the melted butter and vanilla extract to the
marshmallows and stir well to incorporate.
4. Add the rice cereal one cup at a time, gently folding it
into the marshmallow mixture, until all of the cereal is
incorporated.
5. Scoop heaping 1/4 cup portions of the Rice Krispies
treats into the prepared muffin tray.
6. Wet your hands and press the Rice Krispies into a cup
or tart-shape.
7. Place in the fridge for 2 hours or overnight to set.
8. When the nests have had a chance to set and harden,
pop them out of the muffin tray using a butter knife
and fill with mini eggs.

Don’t Worry

Be Hoppy

MINI GWICH’IN LESSON:
Good day. – Drin gwiinzii.
How are you? – Neenjit dagoonchuh?
I am fine. – Sheenjit gwiinzii.
How about you? – Nanh yu?
Me too, I am fine. – Shint’eh sheenjit gwiinzii.
In our March edition of the
Teetl’it Gwich’in Band Council
Newsletter, we had a page of
scheduled programs and
workshops which had to be
cancelled due to taking
precautionary measures to
prevent the exposure and
spread of Covid-19. We, the
Chief, Council and Staff of the
TGBC encourage social
distancing. Our office is closed
to the public, but thanks to our
Wellness Coordinator and our
Justice Coordinator, we will
have some activities posted
online for our Band Members!

PRIZES FOR THE JIGGING
CONTEST:
1ST PLACE - $300
2ND PLACE - $250
3RD PLACE - $200

This jigging contest is a parent and
child jigging contest for the
community members of Tetlit Zheh
and surrounding communities
Your video must be at least 25
seconds long and must be submitted
to the Facebook page “McPhoos Got
Talent” by Wednesday, April 15th at
12:00am
Winners will be determined by the
amount of “likes” on the video

Excerpts from the book AS LONG AS THIS LAND SHALL LAST
“PREPARING TREATY 11
LIVING CONDITIONS: DESTITUTION AND SICKNESS

Conditions similar to those which had prepared the Indians to sign Treaty 8 were experienced by
their brothers living north of Great Slave Lake along the Mackenzie River. Official attention was
called to these by Conroy, when in 1907 he went into the Mackenzie River District, beyond the
boundaries of Treaty 8. Everywhere he went he found destitution, starvation, and sickness. At Fort
Providence: About 300 Indians. They have not been very prosperous for some time owing to the
scarcity of fur-bearing animals – last year being the worst they have experienced for years. They
have therefore been very hard up, and have had to receive help from the H.B. Co. to quite a large
extent.
For Simpson, Wrigley, Norman, Good Hope, Arctic Red River, McPherson, and Fort Rae were
also reported to be in the same pitiful conditions. The same year the Anglican Minister at Fort
McPherson, C. E. Whittaker, reported ‘on account of the scarcity of both rabbits and reindeer,
considerable privation was experienced by some of the Indians and some deaths from starvation
were reported.’”
“The hospital at Fort Smith was opened in 1914. The Government contributed $1500 toward the
cost of furniture and paid the hospital an allowance of one dollar per day for each patient. A
hospital was opened at Fort Simpson in 1916. These were the only two in the Mackenzie District.
Built and owned by the Catholic Church, both were operated by the Grey Nuns. At Fort McPherson
and Herschel Island, the people were cared for by Doctor Doyle, without benefit of hospital
facilities. Under these circumstances, the Government’s promises of medical care, made during
negotiations for Treaty 11, would undoubtedly dispose the Indian people to consider the Treaty
seriously.
While the Mackenzie District was a harsh country where even the most skillful
hunters and trappers could experience hard times, there were also many periods of ample food and
good health among the Mackenzie River Indians.”

“You know that 50 or 60 years

ago, many people believed
that the Indian problem would
solve itself out. – Thomas A.
Crerar, Superintendent of
Indian Affairs, June 7, 1944.
The expected solution of the
Indian problem was the
gradual disappearance of the
Indians themselves. This was
indeed the situation in the
Northwest Territories by the
turn of the century. As late as
1940 eminent anthropologists
and historians questioned the
survival of the race:
Through economic and social
changes both the outward and
the inward lives of the {NWT]
Indians have altered. Over a
long period – most of the 19th
century – these changes
threatened to bring about the
extinction of the Indian race.
Alcoholic
excesses
and
diseases previously unknown,
particularly
smallpox,
tuberculosis, and influenza,
decimated their ranks and
reduced their number from what was estimated by some authorities to be 13, 000 to one-third
of that total. Nearing their end also, it would seem, are the Athapaskan tribes of the
Mackenzie Valley…. The Athapaskans lacked vigour to react to the stimulus and are slowly
fading away in despair.
These opinions seemed to be substantiated by census figures of the Northwest Territories
Indians published by the Department of Indian Affairs.
1913: 5,262
1914: 4,928
1915: 4,003
1916: 3,769
1919: 3,764
Kitto released a count of the total population of the Mackenzie District in 1920. His estimate
of the Indian population, however, does not agree with other figures of the period.

Whites, permanent residents
Half-Breeds
Esquimos (scattered roving bands)
Treaty Indians (Ft. Smith, Ft. Resolution, Hay River)
Non-Treaty Indians (along Mackenzie River)

150
200
250
900
3,500

This decline in their numbers hardly put the Indians in a position of strength for negotiating a
Treaty with the Government. How much consequence could be attached to demands on the future
made by a vanishing race?
Any Judgement on Treaty 11 must be rooted in an understanding of the concept of
leadership which the Indians lived under the guidance of men who had earned respect by reason
of their superiority in medicine, wisdom or hunting. Official leadership was almost nonexistent.
The power of decision was vested in the total membership of the group or band, and unanimous
consent was required before action was taken; the chief was but a spokesperson for his fellows.
An early demonstration of this was observed by Samuel Hearne about 1770. During bartering
sessions at the trading post, those who appeared to be leaders were, in fact, only spokesmen,
selected to give the group solidarity and prestige in the bargaining:
Indeed, the generality of Europeans who reside in those parts, being utterly
unacquainted with the manners and customs of the Indians, have conceived so
high
an
opinion of those leaders, and their authority, as to imagine that all who accompany them on those
occasions are entirely devoted to their service and
command all the year but this is so far from
being the case, that the authority of
those great men, when absent from the Company’s
Factory, never extends beyond
their own family; and the trifling respect shown them by
their countrymen, during
their residence at the factory, proceeds from motives of interest.
Any semblance of political organization among the Mackenzie Indians was superimposed by a
system other than their own. Accounts of how this was done emphasize the basic limitations
inherent in this surrogate leadership:
Whatever authority is possessed at present by the chief is generally vested in him by the
fur traders and the Canadian Government, who find it advisable to deal with an established
representative. Thus the rations by the traders and the Government treaty officer. He is more or
less chosen by agreement between the members of the band and the traders but his authority
hardly extends beyond representing his band with the Government and the fur companies….
Frank Norm, a native of Hay River and the Treaty party’s official interpreter for many years
described one method of selecting a chief:
And in them days when they were going to get a new chief for the council, they don’t
vote. Well, the [Anglican]
minister was here and the R.C. was down here, and the R.C. ask
two people what they think about the man because they are going to choose him as a councilor
and a chief, and the Bay Manager, the Minister and the priest and all these White people know
that he’s a good guy, and that’s all and they tell the people that they choose this man as a
councilor and chief and its satisfactory, everyone says he’s a good man and a good chief. And
that’s the way they used to do it.”

“TREATY NUMBER ELEVEN

ARTICLES OF A TREATY made and concluded on the several dates mentioned therein the year
of Our Lord One thousand Nine hundred and Twenty-One, between His Most Gracious Majesty
George V. King of Great Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, by
His Commissioner, Henry Anthony Conroy, Esquire, of the City of Ottawa, of the One Part, and
the Slave, Dogrib, Loucheux, Hare and other Indians, inhabitants of the territory within the limits
hereinafter defined and described, by their Chiefs and Headmen, hereunto subscribed, of the other
part: WHEREAS, the Indians inhabiting the territory hereinafter defined have been convened to meet a
commissioner representing His Majesty’s Government of the Dominion of Canada at certain
places in the said territory in this present year of 1921, to deliberate upon certain matters of interest
to His Most Gracious Majesty, of the one part, and the said Indians of the other.
AND WHEREAS, the said Indians have been notified and informed by His Majesty’s said
commissioner that it is His desire to open for settlement, immigration, trade, travel, mining,
lumbering and such other purposes as to His Majesty may seem meet. A tract of country bounded
and described as hereinafter set forth, and to obtain the consent thereto of His Indian subjects
inhabiting the said tract and to make a treaty, so that there may be peace and goodwill between
them and His Majesty’s other subjects, and that His Indian people may know and be assured of
what allowances they are to expect and receive from His Majesty’s bounty and benevolence.
AND WHEREAS, the Indians of the said tract, duly convened in council at the respective points
named hereunder, and being requested by His Majesty’s Commissioner, to name certain Chiefs
and Headmen, who should be authorized on their behalf to conduct such negotiations and sign any
treaty to be founded thereon, and to become responsible to His Majesty for the faithful performance
by their respective bands of such obligations as shall be assumed by them, the said Indians have
therefor acknowledged for that purpose the several chiefs and Headmen who have subscribed
thereto.
AND WHEREAS, the said Commissioner has proceeded to negotiate a treaty with the Slave,
Dogrib, Loucheux, Hare and other Indians inhabiting the district hereinafter defined and described,
which has been agreed upon and concluded by the respective bands at the dates mentioned
hereunder the said Indians do hereby cede, release, surrender and yield up to the Government of
the Dominion of Canada, for His Majesty the King and His Successors forever, all their rights,
titles, and privileges whatsoever to the lands included within the following limits, that is to say:
Commencing at the northwesterly corner of the territory ceded under the provisions of Treaty
Number Eight; thence northeasterly along the height-of-land to the point where it intersects the
boundary between the Yukon Territory and the Northwest Territories; thence northwesterly along
the said boundary to the shore of the Arctic ocean; thence easterly along the said shore to the mouth
of the Coppermine river; thence southerly and southeasterly along the left bank of the said river to
Lake Gras by way of Point lake; thence along the southern shore of Lake Gras to a point situated
northwest of the most western extremity of Aylmer lake; thence along the southern shore of
Aylmer lake and following the right bank of the Lockhart river to Artillery lake; thence along the
western shore of Artillery lake and following the right bank of the Lockhart river to the site of Old
Fort Reliance where the said river enters Great Slave lake, this being the northeastern corner of

the territory ceded under the provisions of Treaty Number Eight; thence westerly along the
northern boundary of the said territory so ceded to the point of commencement; comprising an
area of approximately three hundred and seventy-two thousand square miles.
AND ALSO, the said Indian rights, titles and privileges whatsoever to all other lands wherever
situated in the Yukon territory, the Northwest Territories or in any other portion of the Dominion
of Canada.
To have and to hold the same to His Majesty the King and His Successors forever.
AND His Majesty the King hereby agrees with the said Indians that they shall have the right to
pursue their usual vocations of hunting, trapping and fishing throughout the tract surrendered as
heretofore described, subject to such regulations as may from time to time be made by the
Government of the Country acting under the authority of His Majesty, and saving and expecting
such tracts as may be required or taken up from time to time for settlement, mining, lumbering,
trading or other purposes.
AND His Majesty the King hereby agrees and undertakes to lay aside reserves for each band, the
same not to exceed in all one square mile for each family of five, or in that proportion for larger
or smaller families.
PROVIDED, however, that His Majesty reserves the right to deal with any settlers within the
boundaries of any lands reserved for any band as He may seem fit; and also that the aforesaid
reserves of land, or any interest therein, may be sold or otherwise disposed of by His Majesty’s
Government for the use and benefit of the said Indians entitled thereto, with their consent first had
and obtained; but in no wise shall the said Indians, or any of them, be entitled to sell of otherwise
alienate any of the lands allotted to them as reserves.
It is further agreed between His Majesty and His Indian subjects that such portions of the reserves
and lands above indicated as may at any time be required for public works, buildings, railways, or
roads of whatsoever nature may be appropriated for that purpose by His Majesty’s Government of
the Dominion of Canada, due compensation being made to the Indians for the value of any
improvements thereon, and an equivalent in land, money or other consideration for the area of the
reserve so appropriated.
And in order to show the satisfaction of His Majesty with the behavior and good conduct of His
Indian subjects, and in extinguishment of all their past claims hereinabove mentioned, He hereby,
through his commissioner, agrees to give to each Chief a present of thirty-two dollars in cash, to
each Headman, twenty-two dollars, and to every other Indian of whatever age of the families
represented, at the time and place of payment, twelve dollars.
HIS MAJESTY, also agrees that during the coming year, and annually thereafter, He will cause to
be paid to the said Indians in cash, at suitable places and dates, of which the said Indians shall be
duly notified, to each Chief twenty-five dollars, to each Headman fifteen dollars, and to every
other Indian of whatever age five dollars, to be paid only to heads of families for the members
thereof, it being provided for the purposes of this Treaty that each band having at least thirty
members may have a Chief, and that in addition to a Chief, each band may have Councilors or
Headmen in the proportion of two to each two hundred members of the band.

FURTHER, His Majesty agrees that each Chief shall receive once and for all a silver medal, a
suitable flag and a copy of this Treaty for the use of his band; and during the coming year, and
every third year thereafter, each Chief and Headman shall receive a suitable suit of clothing.
FURTHER, His Majesty agrees to pay the salaries of teachers to instruct the children of said
Indians in such manner as His Majesty’s Government may deem advisable.
FURTHER, His Majesty agrees to supply once and for all to each Chief of a band that selects a
reserve, ten axes, five hand-saws, five augers, one grindstone, and the necessary files and
whetstones for the use of the band.
FURTHER, His Majesty agrees that, each band shall receive once and for all equipment for
hunting, fishing and trapping to the value of fifty dollars for each family of such band, and that
there shall be distributed annually among the Indians equipment, such as twine for nets,
ammunition and trapping to the value of three dollars per head for each Indian who continues to
follow the vocation of hunting, fishing and trapping.
FURTHER, His Majesty agrees that, in the event of any of the Indians aforesaid being desirous of
following agricultural pursuits, such Indians shall receive such assistance as is deemed necessary
for that purpose.
AND the undersigned Slave, Dogrib, Loucheux, Hare and other Chiefs and Headmen, on their
own behalf and on behalf of all the Indians whom they represent, do hereby solemnly promise and
engage to strictly observe this Treaty, and also to conduct and behave themselves as good loyal
subjects of His Majesty the King.
THEY promise and engage that they will, in all respects, obey and abide by the law; that they will
maintain peace between themselves and others of His Majesty’s subjects, whether Indians, halfbreeds or whites, now inhabiting and hereafter to inhabit any part of the said ceded territory; that
they will not molest the person with property of any inhabitant of such ceded tract, or of any other
district or country, or interfere with, or trouble any person passing or traveling through the said
tract or any part thereof, and that they will assist the officers of His Majesty in bringing to justice
and punishment any Indian offending against the stipulations of this Treaty, or infringing the law
in force in the country so ceded.

Fort McPherson 1921

